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A PLACE FOR US  
2016 Annual Report 

In last year’s report we described 2015 as “exciting and challenging.”  The 
excitement continues, as do the challenges.  2016 was another year of 
transition, saying “farewell” to our acting Executive Director, De’Janna 
Mignott.  De’Janna did a great job getting the Centre back on track: dealing 
with partners and funders, managing staff and helping the Board prepare for 
the future.  We wish her well.


The position of Executive Director was tied to a generous grant from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation.  The grant provided funding for the ED position 
along with support for the creation of the Mount Dennis Neighbourhood 
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Both sites offer a “third 
place” for people to 
gather and create 
community.  Programs 
are designed for the 
people we serve—
supporting and 
empowering them 
whatever their 
situation in life.
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Centre.  Staff changes and various smaller 
grants allowed us to extend the position beyond 
the original two years, but the funding has now 
come to an end.  


After careful evaluation, it was decided to hire 
two site coordinators, one for the Weston site (at 
the church) and one for MDNC.  The Board 
committed to taking up some of the work of the 
Executive Director once more, with the bulk of 
the operational work led by two coordinators.  
Patricia Crooks and Cecilia Ortega were hired, 
and both have proved to be effective leaders at 
their respective sites.  


At the Weston site (WKNC), 2016 saw the usual 
influx of students, peer workers and IIN  staff 
(Investing in Neighbourhoods).  We continue to 
be busy in housing support and harm reduction, 
with other programs such as story-telling with 
seniors in cooperation with Weston Public 
Library.  Tuesday night dinners are also in 
transition, with Central’s coordination role 
coming to an end, and WKNC staff assuming 
this role.  We are grateful for the volunteers and cooks Central provided 
through the years, and trust we will continue to benefit from their 
participation.


Mount Dennis continues to expand and refine 
the programs offered.  With a large commercial 
kitchen, the focus has on food programs, both 
for instruction and local fellowship.  There is a 
market and cafe every Friday afternoon, 
including fruit and produce and local crafts for 
sale.  Saturday night people gather for a 
“community kitchen” to prepare a meal and eat 
together.  This is repeated again for brunch on 
Sunday!  We are also pleased that various group 
make use of the space, including First Nations 

partners from the neighbourhood.  As always, I’d like to thank our partners, 
funders and countless volunteers for all of their support and best wishes to 
best serve the needs of our community.  —Timothy Barlow, President.
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Cecilia Ortega meets 
with the Hon. Ahmed 
Hussen, MP at the 
MDNC. (York Guardian 
photo)

  Most of all we 
want to thank 
partners and 
funders for 
years of on-
going support.
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Ways to Help: Joining a Committee 
To those of Weston-Mount Dennis community: have you ever had ideas that would benefit the people using 
the drop-ins? Do you have fund raising, human resource or membership support skills you would like to 
share? Why not join a committee of WKNC? By joining a committee, you would gain experience in building 
consensus, decision making and implementing your ideas and build on your skills, plus you could be the 
voice of many that would assist in the shaping the future of WKNC. If you are interested please contact 
Wendy Whiteley (WendyW@wknc.ca).


Partners and Friends! 
Mazon Canada	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Albion Neighbourhood Services

Church of the Atonement	 	 	 	 	 	 Toronto Public Health

Rotary Club of Humber Toronto	 	 	 	 	 Toronto Central Community Care

Hearing First Audiology	 	 	 	 	   	   Access Centre

Balsa Beavers		 	 	 	 	 	 	 Toronto United Church Council

Central King Seniors Residence	 	 	 	 	 Springboard

Central United Church/South West Presbytery	 	 	 George Brown College

D&A Communications LTD	 	 	 	 	 	 Frontier College

Greater Toronto Apartment Association	 	 	 	 University of Toronto

TD Friends of the Environment	 	 	 	 	 The Career Foundation

Munich Reinsurance	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Furniture Bank

Urban Arts	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 NDFALL

Progress Place	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Seneca College

Syme-Wollner Neighbourhood & Family Centre	 	 	 Charity Village

Foodshare	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ontario Trillium Foundation

The McLean Foundation

Toronto Drop-in Network

Daily Bread Food Bank

Learning Enrichment Foundation

Native Child & Family Service

North York Harvest Food Bank

Second Harvest

Humbervale United Church Women

Unison Health and Community Services

The Joan and Bruce Philip Foundation

West Park Family Health Team

Weston Presbyterian Church


WKNC 2016 Annual Report �3

WKNC strives to 
increase visibility in 
the community 
through events and 
cooperation with 
partners.

mailto:WendyW@wknc.ca
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2016 Income and Expenses Summary 
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VISION—MISSION—VALUES 
We envision a community where diversity is respected and supported to enhance individual and community 
capacity.  Our mission is to provide a response to the people within our community who are coping with economic 
or social barriers, and to help lessen those barriers and the burden of poverty for the communities of Weston and 
Mount Dennis.  WKNC seeks to fulfil its mission by establishing and operating programs and services through 
using a participant-centred philosophy with a focus on harm reduction, food security and housing. We are 
dedicated to ensuring an inclusive, barrier-free environment using best practices and sector standards.


CONTACT US—WKNC.CA 
Weston King Neighbourhood Centre (Weston Site) 2017 Weston Road, Weston, M9N 1X2 (416) 241-9898

Mount Dennis Neighbourhood Centre, 1269 Weston Road, Toronto, M6M 4R2 (416) 572-0203



